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October 30, 2011, 20th Sunday after Pentecost

____1st Reading: Joshua 3:7-17
When canoeing, camping, fishing or swimming, what’s your most memorable mishap? Has anyone in your group been to the Jordan? While waiting to cross the Jordan, what do you suppose the people were doing? feeling? thinking? What are your circles of stones, that is, what are the things that help you remember what God has done for you?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37

Do you have a favorite song you sing when you are on the road again?

How do we give thanks to God and why? The Psalmist mentions four situations from which God delivered them. What ones would you add from your own journey? How has God provided for you in difficult and needy times in the past?

____3rd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
Identify the charges made against Paul and his co-workers. How does Paul respond to these charges? What characteristics of a faithful servant do you see in his response? Is leader bashing still a problem in the church today? What word from God have you heard lately? Have you received it? How? 

____4th Reading: Matthew 23:1-12  
Does what Jesus says in vs 3 about the scribes and Pharisees surprise you? Why or why not? What’s their main evil as Jesus sees it? What’s the path to greatness in the eyes of Jesus? When you hear the word “servant,” what’s the first thing that comes to mind? How would you define humility? From reading this passage, what should teachers, pastors, and other leaders in the church be especially mindful of?

Circles of Stone

There is a house I pass by often that has something unusual in its front yard - a symbol of a fish made with stones inside a circle of stones. It is quite striking. The sign of the fish has long been a Christian symbol. This was a simply a way for the persons who lived there to remind themselves and all those who passed by of what God had done for the world in Christ.

In the Old Testament reading, one person from each tribe takes a stone from the Jordan River as they cross over for the first time into the Promised Land. They then put them into a circle as a memorial, a way of reminding them what God had done for them. Whenever their children saw it and asked, they were to tell them of the mighty deeds of God on their behalf.

We still need circles of stone to remind us of all God has done for us. The Bible; a baptismal certificate hanging on my wall; a wooden cross on my desk...And each time I take the Cup and the Bread, I am reminded of what God has done for me. 

What are your circles of stone? 

And could you and I also be stones, living stones that remind others of God’s goodness and love?
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  O God, today we thank you for all those in whose words truth comes to us, for all who in every generation have taught and explained and preached the Word of truth, the Scripture. Amen. 
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