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October 2, 2011, 16th Sunday after Pentecost

____1st Reading: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Who was the lawgiver in your house when you grew up? What were some of the laws? Why were they given? Why do you give laws and limits for your children? How does this help you understand the Ten Commandments? Which commandment is most confusing to you? Which one cause you problems in obedience?

____2nd Reading: Ps 19
Do you think it’s obvious to everyone that nature reveals God? Why or why not? What in creation most fills you with a sense of God’s glory?

What are some others words you would add to describe the Bible?

What are some benefits you would add to studying it?

____3rd Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
If you could brag about what you can do better than anyone else, what would it be? If the challenge presented by the Circumcision Party had gone unchallenged by Paul, what impact might it have had on the Gospel? Provide everyone stationary. Ask them to suppose that they were writing a letter to someone to share how they felt about Christ. What would they write? Have them write it and then read it sometime later together. Who might they send it to now?

____4th Reading: Matthew 21:33-46

If you were an absentee landowner and had to find trustworthy tenets, what would you look for? If you were a tenet, would you get hired?

Have you ever entrusted your house to a housesitter? Anything “interesting” happen while you were away? If you had to put the message of this parable in your own words, what would you say?
More Letters to God from Children

Jesus,


You and me is tight.





I luv you, 





Richard (age 6)

Dear God,


Don’t give up on us and we won’t forget about you.





Anonymous,





(age 11)

Dear God,

I wish I could spend all my time with you. We could go to beautiful places together. Like Paris. We could fill all the world with love. We could make every kid and grownup smile. I don’t think you can do it alone. Why don’t you make me a special helper? My family and my teachers will understand. I am willing to give up kids’ stuff. It will be for a very good cause. How about it?






With all the love in my heart,






Marti (age 9)

P.S. I would like to take my pink and white dress with me, if that is okay.

(From Bass: this one above reminded me of what Paul writes in the epistle lesson today)

PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  O God, you have shown us that living under the rule of law without love will not work, and you have called us to move up to the life of love Jesus came to show us. Help us to love, Lord. In Christ we pray. Amen.

 Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference.
*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private, group, or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.








