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October 23, 2011, 19th Sunday after Pentecost

____1st Reading: Deuteronomy 34:1-12
How do you think Moses felt as he stood and looked over the 

Promised Land? The last thing Moses saw before his death was the Promised Land. What’s a place you would like to see or visit before your life is over? What does it mean to know God “face-to-face”? Can this be said of you? Contrast Moses and Jesus. how are they alike? Different? Whose grave do you find yourself drawn to sometimes and why?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
Read this whole psalm out loud. Would they call it pessimistic? realistic? or encouraging? Do you agree or disagree with how the psalmist depicts the human situation? Vs 12 tells us to “number our days.” What does that mean and how do we do it?

____3rd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

Have you ever been falsely accused? How did it feel? Read vss 1-6. Identify the rumors being spread about Paul. Read the whole chapter and list the characteristics of a faithful, genuine Christian servant. how many of these do you possess and/or what’s the one you most need to develop. What really turns you off about the way some people present the Gospel? What opposition to your faith are you facing right now? Where or how do you find encouragement and strength to overcome it?

____4th Reading: Matthew 22:34-46

Who are the three persons who love you the most? What topic or subject is guaranteed to start a debate in your house? How do you know you love God? How do you know you love your neighbor? If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be? If Jesus were to ask you one question, what do you think it would be?

On Loving God

My God, I love Thee; not because
I hope for heaven thereby,
Nor yet because who love Thee not
Are lost eternally.

Thou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me
Upon the cross embrace;
For me didst bear the nails, and spear, 
And manifold disgrace,

And griefs and torments numberless,
And sweat of agony;
Yea, death itself; and all for me
Who was thine enemy.

Then why, O blessed Jesus Christ,
Should I not love Thee well?
Not for the sake of winning heaven,
Nor of escaping hell;

Not from the hope of gaining aught, 
Not seeking a reward;
But as Thyself hast loved me,
O ever-loving Lord.

So would I love Thee, dearest Lord, 
And in Thy praise will sing;
Solely because Thou art my God,
And my most loving King. 

Francis Xavier, 1506-1552, Translated by Edward Caswall, 1814-1878
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  O Lord, in you infinite wisdom you have shared with us how love is a better source of spiritual guidance than laws. Help us to remember this lesson as we live and relate to others. Amen.

         Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference.
