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November 6, 2011, 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

____1st Reading: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Look back over your life, when have you made a fresh, new commitment to God? Do you need another? What gods besides the Lord are persons tempted to worship today? How has the faithfulness of God been evident in your life? What’s something you most need to “forsake” in order to be truly committed to God? Joshua was a model of commitment for his people. Who has been like a Joshua for you?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 78:1-11
What were your favorite stories when you were growing up? Who was the keeper of your family stories and traditions? What one lesson did you most learn from your parents and grandparents? What’s the most important thing you would like to leave with your children and/or the next generation? How well are you passing it down? How important is it to set a good example for children?
____3rd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Who was the first family member you recall dying? How did that impact your life? The Thessalonians had many questions about the coming of Christ. What questions do you have? Do the words of Paul here comfort, instruct, confuse, or frighten you? Why? How do you feel about the many books, movies, and other things coming out claiming to give details about the coming of Christ? How would you think Paul would feel about them?

____4th Reading: Matthew 25:1-13

Were there any bloopers in your wedding? How were the bridesmaids alike? Different? If you knew someone was coming for a visit to your house but did not know exactly when they would arrive, how would you prepare? Looking through all the passages today, how might we prepare for the coming of Christ? What’s the oil that keeps your lamp lit?

The Last Letter

In a letter to his wife opened after his death, Samuel Shoemaker, rector of the Calvary Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, wrote the following credo:

As I sit in the study...I look back with many thanks. It has been a great run. I wouldn't have missed it for anything. Much could and should have been better, and I have by no means, done what I should have done with all that I have been given. But the over-all experience of being alive has been a thrilling experience. I believe that death is a doorway to more of it: clearer, cleaner, better, with more of the secret opened than locked. I do not feel much confidence in myself as regards all this, for very few have ever "deserved" eternal life. But with Christ's atonement and him gone on before, I have neither doubt nor fear....I believe that I shall see him and know him, and that eternity will be an endless opportunity to consort with the great souls and the lesser ones who will have entered into the freedom of the heavenly city. 

(Faith at Work, January-February, 1964) Two months after writing this letter, Shoemaker died (October 31, 1963).
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  O God, you know the thoughts of our deepest hearts, and this day we choose to serve you. Walk with us, Lord, and show us your holy ways that others might believe and come to you. In Christ we pray.

 Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference 
*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private, group, or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.








