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November 27, 2011, First Sunday in Advent

____1st Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9
What’s something in your life that you have waited for so long and are still waiting for? Where in your life right now are you waiting for God to do something? When you were young, what was it like to have to “wait” for Christmas? Why is it that we hate to wait? Thinking about your spiritual pilgrimage, what have been the times when you had to “wait upon the Lord”? 

____2nd Reading: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
The Psalmist uses “Shepherd” as an image for God. Is that a meaningful image for you? When you think of God, what image has the most meaning for you? If you were writing a psalm, how would you complete this: “The Lord is my.........”? Complete this sentence, “In my life right now I most need to know that God hears about....”

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
If Paul were writing a letter to you, what most important thing would he say right at first? If Paul were to look for things about your church to give thanks, what might be identify? How a scale of 1 - 10, how close do you feel to Christ right now (with 10 being as close as you could get). Why? As you think about the coming weeks of Advent, what one thing can you do in your life that you know would draw you closer to Christ?

____4th Reading: Mark 13:24-37
Read all of Mark 13. After reading it, list three words to describe how you felt while reading it? If you could ask Jesus any question about his coming, what would it be and why? Why do you think God has kept the time of that coming a secret? How can you fulfill verses 34-37: “Be on guard! Be alert...Watch!”? What are the responsibilities Christ has left for us and hopes to find us doing at his coming? 

The God Who Comes

Advent is a celebration of a God who came, comes, and will come.  

God came.  Advent bids us to reflect back to a manger in an obscure Palestinian village.  There, in a baby, God came.  His name would be "Immanuel," (God with us).  God came into human history as one of us through Jesus.

God comes.  Advent fills us with the joy that God still comes.  The God who came in Jesus Christ is just as present and real for us as for the shepherds, the wise men, and all the disciples.  This is the joyous testimony of Christians today and throughout history - God comes!

God will come (the Gospel and Epistle readings).  Although there is uncertainty about just how and when, Advent calls us to the joyous assurance that some day God will come and "every knee will bow and tongue confess that Jesus is Lord."  

God is a God who comes.  God takes the initiative to come to us in Christ right where we are.  God desires to come even more fully into our lives each and everyday.  Advent reminds us of this wondrous truth and helps us prepare for and welcome the God who comes.
PRAYER OF THE WEEK: “Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.”

 Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference 
*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private, group, or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the  questions.








