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Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 29, 2011

____1st Reading: Acts 17:22-31
Where is the strangest or most unexpected place you felt called upon to give witness to your faith? How would you summarize Paul's sermon that day? How effective do you think he was? What can you learn from him about how to share your own faith wherever you are?

____2nd Reading: Ps 66:8-20

This is a song of praise and thanksgiving, especially of God’s power and providence/care for God’s people. It goes well with the Acts reading as the proper kind of response to what God has done for us through the Risen Lord. Just look at all the words used: “make a joyful noise” - “sing” - give glorious praise” - 
“worship” - “bow down.” How would you do these things today?

____3rd Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22

But what stands out to me is vss 14ff where the writer encourages them and us not to be afraid and intimated, but to “Always be ready to make your defense  to anyone who demands from you and accounting for the hope that is in you...” Paul in the Acts reading is a model for this. If you were called upon sometime this week to give "an account that is in you," that is, why you are a Christian, what would you say?

____4th Reading: John 14:15-21

What's the one sure way that Jesus describes here to show that we love him? So, looking at your own life, do you love him? Who does he say he sends to help us do this? Why do you think the Holy Spirit is called "the Spirit of truth"? How do you think the presence of the Spirit helps us do what Peter says we should and what Paul did in the Acts reading?

Be Prepared

Much of my life I have heard one message over and over...BE PREPARED!

I first heard it from my parents - “Study hard in school so you will BE PREPARED for college and a career.”

I heard it from my coaches - “Practice, practice, so you will BE PREPARED for the games.”

I certainly heard it most often from my days in the Boy Scouts. We met in an old cabin on the banks of a river. On the wall, in large black letters was, BE PREPARED! 

As I read over the passages for today, that’s the theme I saw in all of them - BE PREPARED!

Peter says this quite plainly: “Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you...” (1 Peter 3:15b).

In other words, BE PREPARED to share your faith in Christ, to tell others what Christ has meant to you and all he has done in your life. Be ready! Be prepared, for you will be given opportunities all the time for just that!
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  Dearest Lord, teach me to be generous; Teach me to serve You as you deserve; To give and not to count the cost, To fight and not to heed the wounds, To toil and not to seek for rest, To labor and not to seek reward, Save that of knowing that I do thy will. (St Ignatius of Loyola, 1491-1556)

Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference

*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private, group, or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.








