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Sunday, May 1, 2011, the Second Sunday of Easter

____1st Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
In Acts Peter is preaching to his own people, to persons with whom he shares a common history. He’s one of them. So he draws upon that to share the Good News with them. Think about the persons like that for you - your own people, the ones who surround you, to whom you share much in common. How would be the best way to share the Good News with them? Have you ever tried? What happened? 

____2nd Reading: Ps 16

The Psalmist thanks God for the “goodly heritage” he has been given. With your family, look back over your own lives, what is your “goodly heritage”? What are the greatest blessings you have inherited and wish to give thanks for? What is the one thing you want more than anything else to pass along as an inheritance to your children?

____3rd Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9

In 1 Peter we are exhorted to rejoice even in the face of suffering. Is that really possible? Have you ever been able to do that? In the midst of some difficult or time of pain, have you ever experienced a sense of joy and peace? Let them tell their stories. Share your own. 

____4th Reading: John 20:19-31

Can you identify with Thomas? Do you ever have doubts and questions? Is it wrong to doubt? To have questions? Do you have them? Do you try to suppress them or openly confess them? What can we learn from Thomas about how to deal with doubt? What can you learn from Thomas about how to handle them?

Easter: Part 2

(from a sermon by St. John Chrysostom, 16th century)

continued from last week…

No one need think he is poor, for the universal empire is emblazoned, wide open for all.

No one need mourn uncountable falls, be they over and over. For forgiveness itself has reared from the tomb.

No one need fear death; for our Savior himself has died and set us free. He confronted death in his own person, and blasted it to nothing. He made it defunct by the very taste of his flesh. This is exactly what Isaiah foretold when he declared: "Hell is harrowed by encounter with him."

Of course it is harrowed. For now hell is a joke; finished, done with. Harrowed because now taken prisoner. It snatched at a body and - incredible - lit upon God. It gulped down the earth, and gagged on heaven. It seized what it saw, and was crushed by what it failed to see. 

Poor death, where is your sting? Poor hell, where is your triumph? Christ steps out of the tomb and you are reduced to nothing. Christ rises and the angels are wild with delight. Christ rises and life is set free. Christ rises and the graves are emptied of dead. Oh yes, for he broke from the tomb like a flower, a beautiful fruit: the first fruit of those already gone. All glory be his, all triumph and power . . . for ever and ever.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  God of new life, so many of our doors are locked shut, and we are hiding behind them because of fear. Send your risen Son to us, your frightened children. Let us see his wounds. Bring us back to life, we prisoners of fear. Breathe your powerful Spirit into our hearts. Overwhelm our doubts with the hope of new life. In the name of the risen Savior, unlock every door that confines us. Amen.


Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference.
*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private, group, or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.








