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Third Sunday in Lent, March 27, 2011

____1st Reading: Exodus 17:1-7
Moses got the brunt of their frustration, fear, and lack of faith. Who or what gets the brunt of your frustration?

Is there any grumbling in your church? What should be done about it?

The people wanted proof of God’s presence and care. They wanted God to act in the way they wanted and when. Do we do the same? How have you most recently experienced the care of God?

When has your church or your own spiritual life been in danger of becoming dehydrated?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 95

What song of praise right now do you feel most like singing? Why?

Why does the Psalmist say God is to be praised? What reasons are given?

What in your life right now gives you the greatest reason to praise God?

What need do you most have right now for God to meet? What is the message this psalm gives to you in regard to it?

The Psalmist compares God often to a "rock." How is God like a rock for you?

____3rd Reading: Romans 5:1-11

Some important words in this passage. Spend some time this week reflecting on them: 

justified, 
faith, 
peace, 
grace

____4th Reading:  John 4:5-42

Where is the best water you have ever had in your life?

Where and when have you run into Jesus unexpectedly?

What, according to Jesus, was this woman's real thirst?

How would you define "living water"?

Write down your impressions of this woman, Jesus, the disciples, the villagers.

God’s Will?

A young minister took her first assignment in a small church. She decided to visit every family in the church within the first six months. She had nearly reached her goal, with only one family left, when people told her not to bother with them. They hadn't been to church for two years. She was determined, so she paid a visit one afternoon. Only the wife was home. They sat in the kitchen drinking coffee. They talked about various things. Then they talked about the thing. Two and a half years earlier, she had been home with their young son. She was vacuuming in the bedroom and hadn't checked on him in a while. She switched off the vacuum, and began to look for him in the den, through the patio door, across the patio, to the swimming pool, where she found him. "At the funeral, our friends at the church were very kind. They told us it was God's will." The minister put her cup down on the table. Should she say anything or not? She decided to speak. "Your friends meant well, I am sure, but they were wrong." "What do you mean?" the woman asked. "I mean that God does not will the death of children." The woman looked stunned. "Then whom do you blame? I guess you blame me?" "No, I don't blame you. I don't want to blame God, either." "Then how do you explain it?" she said, with anger in her voice. "I don't know. I can't explain it. I don't understand why such things happen, either. I only know that God's heart broke when yours did." The conversation was suddenly over. The minister left the house, wondering to herself why she had blown it, why she hadn't let well enough alone. A few days later the phone rang. "We don't know where this is going, but would you come out and talk with my husband and me? We have assumed that God was angry with us; maybe it's the other way around."
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  We have come, O Lord, seeking your well. Help us find it. We have come, O Jesus, seeking your grace. Help us receive it. We have come, O Spirit, seeking your filling. Help us open our thirsty hearts to you. Amen.

Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference.

*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.








