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Second Sunday in Lent, March 20, 2011
____1st Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a
As you look back over your life, what new beginnings has God given you? Who has been a Abraham and Sarah for you, that is, examples of faith and a source of blessing? Who in your life right now most needs you to be these for them? Is there a new beginning you have felt God calling to make? How have you responded? Laughter? Fear? Excitement? All the above?
Thinking about your church, where is some new land, new direction, new ministry to which you have felt God calling you? What's keeping you from hitting the road?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 121
Read this psalm out loud. Which verse or phrase comforts you? Puzzles you? When you are on a trip or journey, what music do you like to listen to or sing? What would be the title of this pilgrim song? If you had to sum up the message of this psalm, what would it be?

____3rd Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
When you look back over the Old Testament, who is your hero there and why? Abraham seems to be a hero for Paul and he would have him be for us. Why? How would you define "faith"? How does Paul? How would you define "works"? How does Paul? Why was it so important to Paul to stress that it is faith based on the grace of God that makes us right with God?

____4th Reading: John 3:14-21
What do you know about Nicodemus?
Why do you think he came to Jesus at night?
What does it mean to you to be "born again"?
What does Jesus mean by saying that he will be “lifted up”?
You were asked above to summarize the faith for you. How might John 3:16 be that?
What does it mean to “believe” in Jesus so that we can have eternal life?


How to Tell When Someone Loves You

A group of professional people posed this question to a group of four-through eight-year-olds. The answers given were broader and deeper than anyone could have imagined. See what you think. 

"When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint her toenails anymore. So my grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis, too. That's love." 

"When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You know that your name is safe in their mouth." 

"Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each other." 

"Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your french fries without making them give you any of theirs." 

"Love is what makes you smile when you're tired." 

"If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend you hate." 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  Your eye is upon us, O God; you see our going out and our coming in. You know when we gather in praise of your name. You are aware of our needs, how our souls yearn for peace. You are compassionate and tender, embracing us with your love. Amen.





Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference.
[bookmark: _GoBack] *Use Lectionary Leaf for your private or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.
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