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First Sunday in Lent, March 13, 2011 

____1st Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Do you have a garden? Where is your favorite garden?

Why does God put the man and woman in the garden?

Why do you think God tells them not to eat of this tree?

If the earth is a garden, how well are we tending it today?

What is sin? How would you define it based on this story?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 32
Are you more like a horse or mule?

What do you most identify with in this psalm?

What's the source of blessedness or happiness in this psalm?

What does penitence mean to you?

Why do you think the Psalmist refused to confess his sin for so long?

How does it feel to not confess? To confess? To be forgiven?

Where and how do you most need forgiveness now?

____3rd Reading: Romans 5:12-19
Put the words of Paul here in your own words. Sum up what he is saying.

When has some action of yours impacted someone else?

When has the action of someone else impacted you?

What do you think of the idea, "In Adam's fall we sinned all"?

What is "original sin"? How would you define it? How does what Paul says here relate to it?

____4th Reading: Matthew 4:1-11
When have you found yourself at the Jordan, filling empowered by the Spirit and affirmed as God's child?

When have you sensed God calling you to take some path, or take on some ministry? Where you tested after I? How?

Where are you on this journey now: Haven't started yet? 

Just begun? At the Jordan and loving it? In the wilderness? 

Sitting on the sidelines? Lost? Got your second wind? 

Seeing the finish line?

Temptation

"Son," ordered a father, "Don't swim in that canal." 

"OK, Dad," he answered. But he came home carrying a wet bathing suit that evening. 

"Where have you been?" demanded the father. 

"Swimming in the canal," answered the boy. 

"Didn't I tell you not to swim there?" asked the father. 

"Yes, Sir," answered the boy. 

"Why did you?" he asked. 

"Well, Dad," he explained, "I had my bathing suit with me and I couldn't resist the temptation." 

"Why did you take your bathing suit with you?" he questioned. 

"So I'd be prepared to swim, in case I was tempted," he replied.
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  O God, we come to the beginning of another Lenten season. Help it to be more for us than just the name of another event in the church year. Help us to live it, to immerse ourselves in your word, to devote ourselves anew to understanding who you have called us to be. Make this a holy Lent, one that we will look back on in years to come and say, "It began then…" Amen.

Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference.
*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.








