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Ascension Sunday, June 5, 2011

____1st Reading: Acts 1:1-11
Who would you like to write your biography and why? You know someone like Theophilus, someone who is seeking God? How could you best share the Good News with that person? Do you think everyone is seeking God, even if they do not know it? Where do you see a spiritual hunger in the world today?

For what do you find yourself waiting in Jerusalem for right now from God?

What does the Ascension mean to you? What thoughts and feelings does it create in you? Where's your Jerusalem; that place close to you to which you feel called to "bear witness"?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 47
How have you sensed lately the awesomeness of God? How often in your worship services and in your own daily life do you get a sense of awe? How do you feel about worship that's loud and joyous? What would happen in your church if your whole found themselves clapping and singing with joy in the next worship service? This psalm proclaims that God rules. Where do you see evidence of that? Where or how does it seem that God's rule isn't complete in the world today?

____3rd Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23

How does it make you feel when you hear someone praying for you?

If others were to pray for you, what would you hope they would most pray for right now? Compose your own prayer for your groups/church. What would you most wish God to do in and through them right now? What did Paul wish most to see for those he prayed? When you think about your church, what are five things for which you are most thankful for in regard to it? 
____4th Reading: Luke 24:44-53
What's the most memorable good by you have ever witnessed or experienced? Why do you think it was necessary for Jesus to die? Or was it? How has God opened your mind recently to some Bible passage or some truth you really needed? What task does Jesus give his disciples? How does that task relate to us today? How well are you and your church fulfilling that task?


Passing the Baton

When I was in high school, I was part of the track team. My favorite event was the rely race. Your team members stand at certain places. One begins and is carrying a baton, runs around the track, then, passes it along to the next runner to continue the race. It's quite exciting.

As I read the passages today about the Ascension, it seemed to me that this was kind-of what Jesus was doing. He had been with the disciples now for forty days, taking care of some last minute details - teaching, instructing, encouraging them. But now it's time for him to ascend, to return to God. Now it's time for him to pass the baton of ministry to them.

But he does not leave them alone. He promises them the infilling of the Holy Spirit to empower them to continue the race.

Christ also sits in the stands to cheer us them. But he does more than that. He also ascends to the right hand of God, the place of power, where he can watch over them, help them, and intercede for their needs to God.

Sometimes in a relay race you might drop the baton. Ever seen that? So what do they do? Right. They go back, pick it up, and continue the race.

Christ has passed the baton to generations of faithful runners. Now it is passed to us. Do we have a firm hold on it? Have we dropped it? Will we pick it back up? How well are we running?
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  When You fulfilled the plan of salvation for us and united all things on earth to those in heaven, O Christ our God, You ascended in glory, never leaving us but remaining ever-present. For You proclaimed to those who love You, "I am with you and no one else has power over you".

Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference

*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.








