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Second Sunday after Pentecost, June 26, 2011 

____1st Reading: Genesis 22:1-14
What do you think about this story. Anything bother them about it? 

What is the meaning of the story to you? 

Do you think it is God's voice that Abraham hears? Why or why not?

If this is a test, what is the test? Who is being tested? Why?

____2nd Reading: Ps 13

Read Ps 13 together as a litany. 

Then share what you felt as you read it. 

Have you ever felt like the Psalmist?

Is it okay to complain to God? Why or why not? Does it help in anyway?

How might this psalm be a model for our own prayers?

____3rd Reading: Romans 6:12-23
Summarize Paul’s words there. 

Do you agree and can you identify with the two forces that seem to always be pulling at us - sin and God? 

How would you define “sanctification.” What does it mean to you?

____4th Reading: Matthew 10:40-42

Has anyone ever brought to you the presence of Christ? In whose presence have you felt Christ’s presence?

Take turns sharing the last time someone shared a little cup of cool water with you that really made a difference at the time. 

Is there someone you know right now who could use such a cup of water from you?

How do we discern who is truly representing Christ and therefore worthy of our support and who isn't, especially in a day when there seems to be so many money-grubbing Bible thumpers?

Cups of Water

During the Civil War battle of Fredericksburg there was a little patch of ground that was occupied in turn by contending forces.  It was covered with the dead and the dying.  All through the afternoon of a weary battle-torn day the pleading cry was heard, "Water, water!"  

A Southern soldier begged his captain to be allowed to answer those piteous cries, but he was met by refusal from his superior officer--"No, it would be certain death."  

The soldier persisted, however, saying, "Above the roar of artillery and the crack of the muskets I hear those cries for water.  Let me go!"  

He set out with a bucket of water and a tin cup.  For a while the bullets sang around him, but he seemed to bear a charmed life.  Then, as the Federals beyond the field perceived his purpose, the firing gradually ceased.  For an hour and a half there was an armistice while the soldier in gray in full sight of both armies went about his errand of mercy....( D.J. Burrell, a writer of American Civil War history)
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  O God, who commands the stars to exist, we ask You to give us the courage and the faith to trust you with all the we have and every loved one with whom you have blessed our lives. In Christ we pray. Amen.

Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell,
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*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private, group, or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.








