Dear LRUMC members,

	Michael and I would like to thank all of you who either contributed toward our Early Response Team (ERT) mission trip to Nashville, TN. or supported us and the team through your thoughts and prayers.  We were fortunate to work with seven other Methodists from various parts of Maryland and even one from Charlestown, WV!  Early on the morning of May 17th, our caravan left from St. John’s UMC in Lutherville, picking up other ERTs along the way, finally arriving at our host church, Good Shepherd UMC, around 9:30 PM central time.  We were so fortunate to have such gracious hosts who gave us shelter, showers, food, and fellowship.  On Tuesday, May 18th, we began the day at Dobson Chapel UMC. The basement walls of the sanctuary had fallen in and we worked to clear out storage items and other debris to see if there was a sump pump. A sump would have allowed an insurance claim. Unfortunately, there was no pump, so no claim. Because of the failure of the walls, the floor of the sanctuary is severely compromised. We were able to install supports from the dirt floor to the center support beam. Due to safety issues, that was all we were able to do. The future of the church rests in the hands of God, structural engineers, and donations. We were ever thankful for your prayers as we knew they kept us same in that basement!

In the afternoon we were given the task of going door-to-door to assess the needs of folks in two neighborhoods northeast of the city. Our hosts had been told there were possibly some people who had been flooded out who had not received any assistance other than a visit from FEMA. God really knew how to use us for we were able to find an area off of the Mansker Creek where all of the homes had varying degrees of flood damage…folks were overwhelmed by the tasks ahead of them and certainly needed to feel God’s presence. 

	On Wednesday, after a delicious breakfast prepared by the folks at Good Shepherd UMC, we headed out to the Mansker Creek area to work on two homes that we assessed the previous day. One home belonged to a retired couple, Cynthia and R.J., who had already worked to remove the drywall and insulation in the basement and 1st floor, but really needed help with floor removal. Our team of 10 removed both the laminate flooring and the sub flooring throughout the first level as the plywood was severely warped. This was itself a very big job as the top layer of wood was particle board that simply crumbled when we tried to pull it up. The sub floor was plywood but so soaked with water that we had a very difficult time cutting through the wood. In addition to the flooring demolition, Michael worked with Cynthia to get the drawers of three antique pieces of furniture open. They were filled with treasures from her mother, but because of the flood, the pieces swelled with the water and the drawers would not open. Michael worked methodically to gain access to the contents which were still sitting in water. Once they gained access, among the treasures Cynthia found included her very first doll and her Christening dress. She was so happy to be able to have them free and to begin the work necessary to preserve them.  

On this same afternoon, I accompanied 2 other team members to the house of Steve, a father of 2 grown sons, and a cat rescuer as well.  Being small in stature, Bob, Margot and I had the task of donning suits, masks, goggles, and hats to remove water-soaked insulation from the crawlspace under the Steve’s entire house. It took us nearly three hours to remove all the insulation and then to take 5 overflowing pick-up truck loads to the curb. Moments after we finished, the municipal truck came to haul it away. The owner of the home, Steve, worked side by side throughout the process.  He was so thankful that someone came to help him; he even presented Margot and I with fresh-cut roses (yes, they were blooming again after being underwater!) from his garden before we left.

The people we met were amazed that we came so far to work so hard. Even our coordinator at Good Shepherd church shared with us that they didn't expect to get such a group as ours that, in his words, "hit the ground running". In fact, we received a request from a local parishioner asking to join us on Thursday. We told Carmen to come along! She was very happy to have worked with us and to experience for the first time the use of power tools! 

Thursday morning we headed back to the Old Hickory area (by Dodson Chapel UMC) to aid another retired couple, Betsy & David, and their 30 yr. old son Mark, who has MD and is confined to a wheelchair.  Neither Betsy nor David had the knowledge or ability, really, to tackle the dismantling of their home.  They had only removed insulation and part of the dry wall in the back bedroom of the house.  The rest had not been dealt with.  (Because of this, the mold grew throughout and we were forced to remove 90% of the drywall and insulation in the house!) Pastor Jay immediately assigned team members specific tasks and we got to work building a ramp outside the front door (Michael and Bob), marking the walls where we needed to saw the dry wall (Cheryl & Don) to remove it from floor to a height of48”, and to begin the back-breaking work of removing the floor boards!  Again the Lord and your prayers were with us that day, for as we were working, David spent the day at the city trying once again to obtain a permit to rebuild.  Praise the Lord!! He came home with it just as we were finishing up in the last room!!! And, once again, the huge claw truck arrived as we were wrapping up to clear away all of the debris at the street.  Betsy and David, along with every team member, cheered and clapped as the operator worked.

Each evening our leader, Pastor Jay from St. John’s UMC, asked the group: "Where today did you see Jesus?" The answers varied but on each night one answer was always the same from everyone – “We saw Jesus in every face!” How blessed is that?!  God is truly amazing and each of us felt His presence throughout the trip.  Our team of ten people – who did not know one another beforehand - worked so well together for God and through God, and have now created a very strong and forever bond. 

With much thanks,

Cheryl and Michael Koogler





