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The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 31, 2011

____1st Reading: Genesis 32:22-31
With whom do you think Jacob is wrestling? Why? Is there anything about Jacob that you admire? Why? When have you felt like you were in a wrestling match with God or yourself? Why? Jacob does not give up until he receives a blessing. What have you taken on lately for which you have been tempted to give up before the blessing came? Daily prayer? Bible study? Worship? Tithing? 

____2nd Reading: Psalm 17:1-7, 15

When have you found yourself going to God in desperate prayer?

Why is the psalmist praying this way to God? Why does he feel confident that God will hear him? Does being good mean that only good will come to us?

____3rd Reading: Romans 9:1-5
For whom does Paul here pour out his heart? What would you be willing to sacrifice if it might bring someone else you love to know Christ?

Just how do we or should we as Christians view Jews today?

____4th Reading: Matthew 14:13-21

What had Jesus just heard? (vss 1-12) What effect does this have on him? (vs 13) Where do you go when you want to get away from it all and be alone? Where is your "deserted place"? How do you see the compassion of Jesus in this story? When or how have you felt Jesus calling you or your church to a task that seems so much greater than your resources? What's the message then to you and your church here?
Offer What You Have

And Jesus said to them, "How many loaves have you?  Go and see."  And when they found out, they said, "Five, and two fish"

As far as the disciples were concerned, Jesus had given them an impossible task - to feed five-thousand people with two sardines and five small barley loaves.  But they had forgotten that Jesus had a way of making a lot out of a little.

We often face situations and tasks which seem so much greater than our resources.  Sometimes we wish we had so much as two fish and five loaves!  Often it feels like we have only a few fish bones and some crumbs to offer. 

Sometimes we Sunday School teachers feel like this.  We are overwhelmed at the awesome responsibility of nurturing persons in the faith.  All those hungry souls looking to us for spiritual food.  "Their needs are so great.  How can I, with my few fish and loaves, possibly give them what they need?"  But Jesus is telling us here to trust our meager resources to him and he'll feed them for us.  He still can make a lot out of a little!

I know I often feel this way as a parent and pastor. The needs are so great and my resources seem so small.

But this story tells us that we do not have to be adequate for every need or task that arises - as if we could be.  Jesus does not ask us to give what we do not have.  He asks only that we check our resources, offer him what we do have, and trust him to make a lot out of our little.  This story tells us that when we do, miracles happen. People are fed!
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  O Lord, your love is astounding, amazing. You struggle with us, trying to help us to be all you wish for us to be. You do not give up on us. You call us to serve you with our meager resources, assuring us that our little is much if trusted into your hands. Amen.
      Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister  
               serving in the Virginia Annual Conference.
