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Baptism of the Lord, January 9, 2011
____1st Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9
What in this passage really spoke to you and why?" If you had summarize it, what you say? Why do you think this is called a “Servant Song”?  When you hear the word 'servant,' what or who comes to mind? Is this a name by which most people would like to be called? Why or why not? In the Bible, we see the role of servant elevated, held high, and honored. The servant, especially here, is one given the honor of being called by God to service. To have God show such confidence in one is no small honor! To be God's servant is a privilege.

____2nd Reading: Psalm 29

How have you heard the voice of God in your own life? Complete this: To me God's voice is like... How does a thunderstorm make you feel? What are the "gods" people worship today? What's the message here to those who would worship other gods? What's the one simple commonplace blessing you would like to most give thanks for today?

____3rd Reading: Acts 10:34-43
God spoke to Peter and Cornelius through visions and dreams. How has God spoken to you? Share a story from your own life with your family or a friend.  If someone asked you to sum up the Gospel, what you would say? Cornelius must have told the story of his own conversion many times. Perhaps you could share your story with the class or have someone ready to do so. How did you first come to know and love Christ? 

____4th Reading: Matthew 3:13-17
Do you remember you baptism? What stands out to you?

What's the most memorable baptismal service you ever attended and why? Complete this: To me baptism means...

Why do you think Jesus chooses to begin his ministry by being baptized? Does Jesus being baptized bother you or confuse you in anyway? Why? What does being baptized reveal about how Jesus saw himself and his ministry?

Remember Who You Are

Alex Haley, in his book Roots, tells us a profound and moving story.  One night the slave Kunta Kinte drove his master to a ball at a large plantation house.  He could hear the music from the plantation house, the music that the white folks danced to.  He tied the horse and settled down to for a long night.  When his master went to a party he stayed a long time.  While he snoozed in the buggy he heard other music though, this time coming from the slaves' quarters, the little cabins behind the big house. It was different music, music with a different rhythm.  Almost despite himself, he felt his legs carrying him down the path toward the cabins.  He found a man playing native African music, the music he remembered hearing in Africa as a child - the music he had almost forgotten.  Kunta Kinte found that the man was from his own part of Africa.  They talked excitedly in his own native language of home and the things of home.  That night Kunte Kinte went home a changed man.  He lay upon the dirt floor of his little cabin and wept.  He was weeping in a sadness that he had almost forgotten the music and was weeping in joy that he had at last remembered it.  The terrifying, degrading experience of slavery had almost destroyed him by obliterating the memory of who he was and where he had come from. The music helped him to remember.

When we hear the waters of baptism splash and see this sacred act taking place we should remember who we are, where we have come from, and why we are here.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  Take us, O God, back through the years to stand beside the Jordan.  Help us there to see again this wondrous sight - Jesus going into the water, identifying with us, setting, as always, an example for us. Let us see through eyes of faith the Spirit as a dove alight on him. And, gracious Lord, may we dare hope that your Spirit might come afresh on each of us as well. Amen.
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Second Sunday After the Epiphany, January 16, 2011
____1st Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7
Buy or check out from your local library a copy of THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE, by Richard Paul Evans. It was published in 1998 by Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers. Although it is a children's book, you will find it has a wonderful message that relates very well to the theme of helping bring God's light into the world. You Light Up My Life. Share the names of persons who have been sources of light for you and why. 

____2nd Reading: Psalm 40:1-11
Would you consider yourself a patient person? When have you found yourself waiting on the Lord or are you right now? What is that like? What happened? When you look back over your life, what have been the pits in which you have fallen? How did God deliver you? How most in your life right now do you need to trust God, to depend on God? How can you best express your thanks for all God has done for you?

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

How would you define “church”?  What are the things for which Paul gives thanksgiving? What the phrase “the Day of the Lord Jesus Christ” mean to you? Paul says that an expression of the faithfulness of God is the gift of “koinonia” or fellowship or oneness. When have you experienced real koinonia? 

____4th Reading: John 1:29-42
When you get some good news, who is the first person you want to share it with and why? As a kid, what would it have taken to get you to believe something your brother or sister told you? What does it mean to you to affirm that Jesus is "the one who baptizes in the Holy Spirit"?  Who has been like John the Baptist, Andrew, or Philip for you, that is, helping lead you to faith in Christ? Who might you bring to Bible study with you next time? What is it about Jesus that drew you and still draws you to him? 

Saints Are…

I recall a story about a church that had the most magnificent stained glass windows. It had many of the great persons in the Bibles and throughout Christian history depicted there. 

A little boy was sitting with his mother and they were singing a song about the saints of God. "What's a saint? the little boy asked. 

The mother pointed to the persons in the stained glass windows. "They are saints," she replied.

As she said it, the morning sun broke through the clouds and through those windows, bringing them to life.

"Oh, I see," the little boy replied. "Saints are people the light shines through."

Paul calls us saints in today's reading. And Isaiah helps us to understand what that means when he says we are given as "a light to the nations." We are not the light ourselves. We saints are only stained glasses, human beings who open our lives so that the light shines through us.
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  O Lord our God, you are always more ready to bestow your good gifts on us than we are to seek them, and are willing to give more than we desire or deserve. Help us so to seek that we may truly find, so to ask that we may joyfully receive, so to knock that the door of your mercy may be opened to us; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. (THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER)
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Third Sunday After the Epiphany, January 23, 2011

____1st Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4 

Who is being addressed here? What is their situation? What do you think this means? Can you think back over the history of our country and see any times when we were sitting in darkness? During those times, where did we look for light, for hope? Where or how do you think we might be sitting in darkness today as a nation? Where are there signs that perhaps the light is coming? 
____2nd Reading: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

How good are you at remembering faces? What does it mean to you here to "seek God's face"? Of the images used for God in this psalm, which one speaks to your heart? When in the past have you most felt or sensed the protection and presence of God?. Why do you think the Psalmist is so confident? Or is he?

How do you "seek the Lord's face"? How close do you feel to God right now?

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Why do you think Paul refers to them as 'brothers'? One reason the Corinthians were divided was what might be called a "cult of personality." Persons were almost worshipping certain leaders rather than Christ. Is still a problem today? Paul goes on to tell them (and us) they need to have the "same mind and judgment." What does that mean? Does it mean they must all think alike or never any differing views? 

____4th Reading: Matthew 4:12-23

What do you think was going through the mind of Jesus when he heard that John the Baptist had been arrested? When have you found yourself having to play the role of an apologist for Christ? What does "repent" mean to you? How does it apply to you right now? How would you describe the "kingdom of heaven" or "kingdom of God"? Why do you think Jesus chose these particular persons to follow him? How do they respond? How do you think their families felt about this? What does it mean to be a "fisher of people"?

Tradition

A young rabbi found a serious problem in his new congregation. During the Friday service, half the congregation stood for the prayers and half remained seated, and each side shouted at the other, insisting that theirs was the true tradition. Nothing the rabbi said or did moved toward solving the impasse.

Finally, in desperation, the young rabbi sought out the synagogue’s 99 year-old founder. He met the old rabbi in the nursing home and poured out his troubles. "So tell me," he pleaded, "was it the tradition for the congregation to stand during the prayers?"

"No," answered the old rabbi.

"Ah," responded the younger man, "then it was the tradition to sit during the prayers?"

"No," answered the old rabbi.

"Well," the young rabbi responded, "what we have is complete chaos! Half the people stand and shout, and the other half sit and scream."

"Ah," said the old man, "that was the tradition."
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  Lord of light, the night has been long. We thought it would never end. But it has. The sun has risen, itself a constant reminder of your goodness and light. This day we remind ourselves that we are children of the light, your children, basking in the warmth of your love and presence, so that we, too, might glow with your love, taking you and your light everywhere we go. So, come, Lord of light, glow, fill us, illumine us, set our hearts and lives aglow with your love. Amen.
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Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany, January 30, 2011 

____1st Reading: Micah 6:1-8 

This passage is a lawsuit or trial. Who is the judge? The prosecuting attorney? Who's the defendant? Who are the witnesses? What are the charges? If we were put on trial for being God's people, would there be enough evidence to convict us? What would that evidence be, at least according to Micah here? What does Micah say God requires of us?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 15

How does this passage relate to or supplement the Micah passage. Which one of the characteristics described here do you think you most exhibit in your life? Which one do you feel you most need to work on? I. If there was a little test given as people came to church to see if they were truly ready to worship, what might some of the questions be on it? Why is it that the Bible puts such stress on our relationships with others, that is, how we treat one another?

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

What's something about the Bible or the Christian faith that at first sounded foolish to you but you can to later understand to be wise and right? Has anyone ever said to you, "What you believe as a Christian sure sounds foolish?" What do you find it hard to explain to others about your faith and difficult for them to accept? Contrast God's wisdom with that of worldly wisdom.

Why was the Gospel hard for Greeks to accept? Why was it hard for Jews? How would you explain to someone one else how the death of Christ saves us today?

____4th Reading: Matthew 5:1-12

What attitudes do the Beatitudes highlight? How might you rank yourself on each one? Each one comes with a blessing. How have you experienced these blessings? 

Looking at things Upside Down

Barbara Brown Taylor has a wonderful sermon on the beatitudes which she has entitled, "Blessed are the upside down." Remembering what it is like to be a little girl and standing on her head she writes that it "liven things up a little. Grass hung in front of my eyes like a green fringe. Trees grew down, not up, and the sky was a blue lawn that went on forever. For as long as I kept my balance I could tap dance on it, while birds and clouds flew under my feet. My swing set was no longer an `A' but a `V' and my house seemed in danger of falling off the yard - just shooting off into space like a rocket - leaving the sidewalk lined with pansies that led to nowhere...In a world where trees grew down and houses might fall up, anything seemed possible. I think Jesus should have asked the crowd to stand on their heads when he taught them the Beatitudes, because that was what he was doing…."The world looks funny upside down, but maybe that is just how it looks when you have got your feet planted in heaven. Jesus did it all the time and seemed to think we could do it too. So blessed are those who stand on their heads, for they shall see the world as God sees it. They shall find themselves in good company, turned upside down by the only one who really knows which way is up." (Gospel Medicine [Cambridge, Massachusetts: Cowley Publication] 1995, pp. 145-146, 149 )
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  Loving, take us back this day to sit with the other disciples on the mount. Help us see Jesus sitting there ready to teach us. Help us hear his words and give us discerning hearts. And as we listen and understand, help us to live them out in our daily lives, beginning right here and now. For we wish to be your people, a people who reflect your goodness, love, and mercy. Amen.
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Transfiguration Sunday, March 6, 2011

____1st Reading: Exodus 24:12-18
What's your favorite mountain or holy place?

Have you ever had a mountaintop experience, that is, a time when you felt so close to God you could almost hear God speaking to you?

In what way have you most recently sensed the presence or heard the voice of God?

If you had a chance to go away on some mountain or other place for a spiritual renewal retreat, where would it be and who would you take along with you?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 99
Who makes you feel awestruck or even tremble when you have been in their presence?

What does "holy" mean to you? What does it mean to call God "holy"?

If you believe God is truly holy, how might that change the way you look at worship and worship? How might it change the way you live each day?

____3rd Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21
Have you ever been called upon to give an eyewitness account of something?

What is the eyewitness account the writer gives here?

Why do you think he gives it?

How have you witnessed the glory and presence of God in the words and life of Jesus?

____4th Reading: Matthew 17:1-9
When and where do you feel nearest to God?

Read this story again. Put yourself with those three disciples. What do you see? Hear? Feel?

What would you have said had you been there?

What is the meaning of this story to you? What does it say?

What does it mean to “listen to” Jesus? How do we do that? Has Jesus been trying to say something to you recently?

Preview of A Coming Attraction

Do you ever get those free preview subscriptions for some new cable TV station or even for magazines?

It‘s a popular way of trying to show you what they do and what’s coming up in the future, you know, programs, articles, things you might find helpful.

When you go to the movies, there is always 10 minutes or more of previews of coming attractions - clips from movies that are coming out. So even before they come out, you have some idea of what’s coming, what’s ahead.

Transfiguration Sunday is, in  a way, just that - a major preview of the most wonderful coming attraction - the death and resurrection of Jesus!

Jesus has already given them a mini-preview in words - having just told them for the first time that he is going to Jerusalem to die. Now, as you can imagine, that was not a movie they really wanted to see and certainly not one they wished to have any role in. But Jesus does not stop there with words. That’s not the whole preview. He then takes them up onto the mountain, the traditional place of revelation or epiphany, and then shows them a more advanced preview. There, on the mountain top, a clip is shown of Jesus as he would be after the cross, after his death - the risen, glorified Lord. 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  Almighty God, on the mountain you showed your glory in the transfiguration of your Son. Give us the vision to see beyond the turmoil of our world and to behold the king in all his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
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First Sunday in Lent, March 13, 2011 

____1st Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Do you have a garden? Where is your favorite garden?

Why does God put the man and woman in the garden?

Why do you think God tells them not to eat of this tree?

If the earth is a garden, how well are we tending it today?

What is sin? How would you define it based on this story?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 32
Are you more like a horse or mule?

What do you most identify with in this psalm?

What's the source of blessedness or happiness in this psalm?

What does penitence mean to you?

Why do you think the Psalmist refused to confess his sin for so long?

How does it feel to not confess? To confess? To be forgiven?

Where and how do you most need forgiveness now?

____3rd Reading: Romans 5:12-19
Put the words of Paul here in your own words. Sum up what he is saying.

When has some action of yours impacted someone else?

When has the action of someone else impacted you?

What do you think of the idea, "In Adam's fall we sinned all"?

What is "original sin"? How would you define it? How does what Paul says here relate to it?

____4th Reading: Matthew 4:1-11
When have you found yourself at the Jordan, filling empowered by the Spirit and affirmed as God's child?

When have you sensed God calling you to take some path, or take on some ministry? Where you tested after I? How?

Where are you on this journey now: Haven't started yet? 

Just begun? At the Jordan and loving it? In the wilderness? 

Sitting on the sidelines? Lost? Got your second wind? 

Seeing the finish line?

Temptation

"Son," ordered a father, "Don't swim in that canal." 

"OK, Dad," he answered. But he came home carrying a wet bathing suit that evening. 

"Where have you been?" demanded the father. 

"Swimming in the canal," answered the boy. 

"Didn't I tell you not to swim there?" asked the father. 

"Yes, Sir," answered the boy. 

"Why did you?" he asked. 

"Well, Dad," he explained, "I had my bathing suit with me and I couldn't resist the temptation." 

"Why did you take your bathing suit with you?" he questioned. 

"So I'd be prepared to swim, in case I was tempted," he replied.
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  O God, we come to the beginning of another Lenten season. Help it to be more for us than just the name of another event in the church year. Help us to live it, to immerse ourselves in your word, to devote ourselves anew to understanding who you have called us to be. Make this a holy Lent, one that we will look back on in years to come and say, "It began then…" Amen.
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Second Sunday in Lent, March 20, 2011
____1st Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a

As you look back over your life, what new beginnings has God given you? Who has been a Abraham and Sarah for you, that is, examples of faith and a source of blessing? Who in your life right now most needs you to be these for them? Is there a new beginning you have felt God calling to make? How have you responded? Laughter? Fear? Excitement? All the above?

Thinking about your church, where is some new land, new direction, new ministry to which you have felt God calling you? What's keeping you from hitting the road?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 121

Read this psalm out loud. Which verse or phrase comforts you? Puzzles you? When you are on a trip or journey, what music do you like to listen to or sing? What would be the title of this pilgrim song? If you had to sum up the message of this psalm, what would it be?

____3rd Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

When you look back over the Old Testament, who is your hero there and why? Abraham seems to be a hero for Paul and he would have him be for us. Why? How would you define "faith"? How does Paul? How would you define "works"? How does Paul? Why was it so important to Paul to stress that it is faith based on the grace of God that makes us right with God?

____4th Reading: John 3:14-21

What do you know about Nicodemus?

Why do you think he came to Jesus at night?

What does it mean to you to be "born again"?

What does Jesus mean by saying that he will be “lifted up”?

You were asked above to summarize the faith for you. How might John 3:16 be that?

What does it mean to “believe” in Jesus so that we can have eternal life?

How to Tell When Someone Loves You

A group of professional people posed this question to a group of four-through eight-year-olds. The answers given were broader and deeper than anyone could have imagined. See what you think. 

"When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint her toenails anymore. So my grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis, too. That's love." 

"When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You know that your name is safe in their mouth." 

"Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on shaving cologne and they go out and smell each other." 

"Love is when you go out to eat and give somebody most of your french fries without making them give you any of theirs." 

"Love is what makes you smile when you're tired." 

"If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend you hate." 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  Your eye is upon us, O God; you see our going out and our coming in. You know when we gather in praise of your name. You are aware of our needs, how our souls yearn for peace. You are compassionate and tender, embracing us with your love. Amen.
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Third Sunday in Lent, March 27, 2011
____1st Reading: Exodus 17:1-7
Moses got the brunt of their frustration, fear, and lack of faith. Who or what gets the brunt of your frustration?

Is there any grumbling in your church? What should be done about it?

The people wanted proof of God’s presence and care. They wanted God to act in the way they wanted and when. Do we do the same? How have you most recently experienced the care of God?

When has your church or your own spiritual life been in danger of becoming dehydrated?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 95

What song of praise right now do you feel most like singing? Why?

Why does the Psalmist say God is to be praised? What reasons are given?

What in your life right now gives you the greatest reason to praise God?

What need do you most have right now for God to meet? What is the message this psalm gives to you in regard to it?

The Psalmist compares God often to a "rock." How is God like a rock for you?

____3rd Reading: Romans 5:1-11

Some important words in this passage. Spend some time this week reflecting on them: 

justified, 
faith, 
peace, 
grace

____4th Reading:  John 4:5-42

Where is the best water you have ever had in your life?

Where and when have you run into Jesus unexpectedly?

What, according to Jesus, was this woman's real thirst?

How would you define "living water"?

Write down your impressions of this woman, Jesus, the disciples, the villagers.

God’s Will?

A young minister took her first assignment in a small church. She decided to visit every family in the church within the first six months. She had nearly reached her goal, with only one family left, when people told her not to bother with them. They hadn't been to church for two years. She was determined, so she paid a visit one afternoon. Only the wife was home. They sat in the kitchen drinking coffee. They talked about various things. Then they talked about the thing. Two and a half years earlier, she had been home with their young son. She was vacuuming in the bedroom and hadn't checked on him in a while. She switched off the vacuum, and began to look for him in the den, through the patio door, across the patio, to the swimming pool, where she found him. "At the funeral, our friends at the church were very kind. They told us it was God's will." The minister put her cup down on the table. Should she say anything or not? She decided to speak. "Your friends meant well, I am sure, but they were wrong." "What do you mean?" the woman asked. "I mean that God does not will the death of children." The woman looked stunned. "Then whom do you blame? I guess you blame me?" "No, I don't blame you. I don't want to blame God, either." "Then how do you explain it?" she said, with anger in her voice. "I don't know. I can't explain it. I don't understand why such things happen, either. I only know that God's heart broke when yours did." The conversation was suddenly over. The minister left the house, wondering to herself why she had blown it, why she hadn't let well enough alone. A few days later the phone rang. "We don't know where this is going, but would you come out and talk with my husband and me? We have assumed that God was angry with us; maybe it's the other way around."
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  We have come, O Lord, seeking your well. Help us find it. We have come, O Jesus, seeking your grace. Help us receive it. We have come, O Spirit, seeking your filling. Help us open our thirsty hearts to you. Amen.
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Fourth Sunday in Lent, April 3, 2011 

____1st Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
For whom are you grieving right now?

Why was Samuel grieving?

When have you felt called, selected, anointed for some special task?

What was it about David, do you think, that caused God to choose him?

Is there some task you feel God has been asking you to take on? How about your church? 

____2nd Reading: Psalm 23
You can probably recite this psalm from memory. Do so.

Which portion of it has meant the most to you over the years? Why?

This is often read at funerals. But how might you find it meaningful for your life right now and each day?

How have you most recently experienced the shepherding care of God?

____3rd Reading:  Ephesians 5:8-14
Are you afraid of the dark? 

What dos it mean to "live as children of the light"?

What do you think is "pleasing to God"? 

How do you know you could most please God right now in your life?

____4th Reading: John 9:1-41

Spend some time this week with your eyes shut. What does It feel like? 

Put yourself in the place of this man born blind. How do you think he felt?

How do you think his parents felt?

What seems to be the common explanation for his being born blind?

But what does Jesus say?

Not in the Bulletin

The sin of the leaders, then, is that they think they see, that they think they perceive the truth with crystal clarity, that they think they have grasped with their minds the depth and breadth of God. The true community of faith, on the other hand, seeks to know God, but holds its knowledge in humble hands. It is always ready to admit that everything it sees it sees through a glass darkly and that God may at any time break our idea of the rules and do something outside the lines, like healing a man on the wrong day of the week or raising a man from the tomb who was supposed to be dead. The church stays light on its feet, thankful for what it knows and expects, but ever ready to pray, with the old preacher, "O God, let something happen this morning that isn't in the bulletin." (from Tom Long in Whispering the Lyrics, pp. 44-45)
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  Lord, you have called us, you have anointed and empowered us to be your people. Help us to give are all to you and your service. Help us to live as your children, bringing your light into all the dark places of the world. Forgive our blindness to your light, your love, and your presence with us each day. Amen.
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Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 10, 2011
____1st Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
What do the bones represent here for Ezekiel? 

When have you found yourself thinking about some situation, "Can these bones live?" 

What seemingly hopeless situation have you personally been through or seen that turned out not to be hopeless at all? Where, in other words, has new life sprung forth from something you thought it never could? 

How might this give you hope and encouragement about some present or future situation like it?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 130
When have you felt in "the depths"? Who do you know right now who is there? Stop right now and say a prayer for that person. Why is the Psalmist in the "depths"? 

On what does he base his hopes? 

What's the latter that he knows will get him out of the depths? What does it mean for you right now to "wait on the Lord"?

____3rd Reading: Romans 8:6-11

Who in your family when their mind is made up cannot be changed?

Upon what does Paul say we should set our mind? What do you think he means? 

What does it mean to "be in the Spirit"? 

How do you know the Spirit dwells in you?

____4th Reading: John 11:1-45

What really speaks to you and why? 

What do you hear in it that you haven't before? 

What's the saddest funeral you have ever attended? 

Why do you think Jesus waits so long before coming to the aid of Lazarus? 

When have you been impatient with God? 

How does this story relate to the one in Ezekiel today? 

The Next Great Adventure

One of the greatest persons I have ever known was a woman with a mirth that was contagious.  I met her when she was in her seventies.  I was caught by her charm and her graciousness.  She was a widow.  Her husband had distinguished himself in the construction business; he had built Madison Square Garden.  This special lady had traveled all over the world.  Every visit with her left me with a gladness to be alive.  Then she was struck down with a terminal illness.  She knew it would be just a short time before she died, but this indomitable spirit of hers still radiated the joy of life.  I recall the last visit I made with her.  She smiled broadly—and it was a genuine smile.  She said to me, "You know most people fear death, but I have lived so deeply and so richly, and I have had so many wonderful experiences that I count this as another great adventure.  Perhaps it is the greatest adventure I shall ever have.  I am anticipating it with great interest."  She smiled again, reflecting a deep joy that was born of faith.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  O Lord, we, too find ourselves in a valley of dry bones sometimes. We, too find ourselves standing by a grave and lost in the depths of grief. Death seems so final. Yet, you are a God of the living, your Son taught us. Those you love, even though they die, yet shall they live. Help us, Lord, to truly believe this, and in our trust in you know there is not circumstance out of which you cannot bring new life. Amen.

Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference.
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Passion/ Palm Sunday, April 17, 2011 

____1st Reading: Matthew 21:1-11 or Isaiah 50:4-9a
Today the lectionary gives us readings for  Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday. Read all the passages. As you read, share with your family or group anything that really speaks to you. Let them do the same. Why do you think we put Palm and Passion Sunday together? What one thing about Palm Sunday has always been meaningful to you or puzzled you? What about the crucifixion of Jesus has spoken to you or puzzled you?

____2nd Reading: Ps 118:1-2, 19-29 or Ps 31:9-16
As you look over your life, for what are you most thankful this day?

When you read about Palm and Passion Sunday, how do you feel?

How might you open wider the gates of your heart for Christ to enter this Easter?

____3rd Reading:  Philippians 2:5-11

With whom do you find you often have the same mind or way of thinking? What does it mean to have the "mind" of Christ? What kind of "mind" or mindset does Paul say Christ had?  If you truly had his mind right now, what would that mean for you? What does it mean to say and really mean "Jesus is Lord"?

____4th Reading: Matthew 26:14-27:66 or 27:11-54

This is the Passion narrative, that is, the story of the last supper, the betrayal, arrest, trial, suffering, and death of Jesus. With what character do you most identify and why? What one word or one phrase description would you give to Judas? Peter? The other disciples? Pilate? The high priest and other religious leaders? The crowd? The Roman soldiers? The bystanders? Mary and the other women there? Jesus?

Who was Jesus?

He began His ministry by being hungry, yet He is the Bread of Life.

Jesus ended His earthly ministry by being thirsty, yet He is the Living Water.

Jesus was weary, yet He is our rest.

Jesus paid tribute, yet He is the King.

Jesus was accused of having a demon, yet He cast out demons.

Jesus wept, yet He wipes away our tears.

Jesus was sold for thirty pieces of silver, yet He redeemed the world.

Jesus was brought as a lamb to the slaughter, yet He is the Good Shepherd.

Jesus died, yet by His death He destroyed the power of death. (Gregory of Nazianzus, A.D. 381)
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  When we survey, Lord, the wondrous cross, on which the Prince of Glory died, our richest gain we count but loss, and pour contempt on all our pride. Were the whole realm of nature ours, that were an offering far too small; love so amazing, so divine, demands our soul, our life, our all. Amen.

Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference.
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