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Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany, January 30, 2011 

____1st Reading: Micah 6:1-8 

This passage is a lawsuit or trial. Who is the judge? The prosecuting attorney? Who's the defendant? Who are the witnesses? What are the charges? If we were put on trial for being God's people, would there be enough evidence to convict us? What would that evidence be, at least according to Micah here? What does Micah say God requires of us?

____2nd Reading: Psalm 15

How does this passage relate to or supplement the Micah passage. Which one of the characteristics described here do you think you most exhibit in your life? Which one do you feel you most need to work on? I. If there was a little test given as people came to church to see if they were truly ready to worship, what might some of the questions be on it? Why is it that the Bible puts such stress on our relationships with others, that is, how we treat one another?

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

What's something about the Bible or the Christian faith that at first sounded foolish to you but you can to later understand to be wise and right? Has anyone ever said to you, "What you believe as a Christian sure sounds foolish?" What do you find it hard to explain to others about your faith and difficult for them to accept? Contrast God's wisdom with that of worldly wisdom.

Why was the Gospel hard for Greeks to accept? Why was it hard for Jews? How would you explain to someone one else how the death of Christ saves us today?

____4th Reading: Matthew 5:1-12

What attitudes do the Beatitudes highlight? How might you rank yourself on each one? Each one comes with a blessing. How have you experienced these blessings? 

Looking at things Upside Down

Barbara Brown Taylor has a wonderful sermon on the beatitudes which she has entitled, "Blessed are the upside down." Remembering what it is like to be a little girl and standing on her head she writes that it "liven things up a little. Grass hung in front of my eyes like a green fringe. Trees grew down, not up, and the sky was a blue lawn that went on forever. For as long as I kept my balance I could tap dance on it, while birds and clouds flew under my feet. My swing set was no longer an `A' but a `V' and my house seemed in danger of falling off the yard - just shooting off into space like a rocket - leaving the sidewalk lined with pansies that led to nowhere...In a world where trees grew down and houses might fall up, anything seemed possible. I think Jesus should have asked the crowd to stand on their heads when he taught them the Beatitudes, because that was what he was doing…."The world looks funny upside down, but maybe that is just how it looks when you have got your feet planted in heaven. Jesus did it all the time and seemed to think we could do it too. So blessed are those who stand on their heads, for they shall see the world as God sees it. They shall find themselves in good company, turned upside down by the only one who really knows which way is up." (Gospel Medicine [Cambridge, Massachusetts: Cowley Publication] 1995, pp. 145-146, 149 )
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  Loving, take us back this day to sit with the other disciples on the mount. Help us see Jesus sitting there ready to teach us. Help us hear his words and give us discerning hearts. And as we listen and understand, help us to live them out in our daily lives, beginning right here and now. For we wish to be your people, a people who reflect your goodness, love, and mercy. Amen.


Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference. 
*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.








