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Epiphany of the Lord , January 2, 2011

____1st Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6.

Some time this week just sit in the darkness for awhile. Then, after a time, turn on a light. Reflect on the wondrous gift of light that God gives. 

Where is there "darkness" in your life right now that needs to be brought into the "light" of God? 

Who do you know in the "darkness" now to whom you could reflect some of God's light? 

____2nd Reading: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

This is one of the so-called “royal psalms” (like Psalms 2, 18, 20, etc), that is, songs composed in honor of the king. This psalm is a prayer or song asking for God’s blessings on the king, perhaps Solomon. The Psalmist prayers in essence, “Long live the king!” (vss.5-7) and prays that every blessing might come upon him and the people through his leadership. The health and well being of the nation was tied to its king. Take some time this week to pray for the leaders of your country and the world, that we all might have a prosperous and peaceful new year.

____3rd Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12

Why does Paul say he is now a prisoner? 

What is the "mystery" he talks about here that's really the heart of his life and what he preaches and teaches? 

How does he feel about his role in the revealing of this mystery? What role do you feel God calling you to play this new year?

____4th Reading: Matthew 2:1-12

What word would you use to describe each person in this story: Herod, the wise men, advisors to Herod, Mary, and the child. 

What's a question you have always had about the wise men? What gift would you have brought the Christ Child? It isn't too late. 

You Might Be a Grinch If…

You reuse last year's Christmas cards and send them out 

under your own name…

You steal light bulbs from you neighbor's outdoor display 

to replenish your own supply…

You have dressed a dog or cat as Santa Claus, elf helper,

or reindeer... 

You put out last year's stale candy canes for children…

You make collect long distance phone calls to your family 

on Christmas day…

At the office Christmas party, you horde huge stockpiles 

of goodies for later consumption at home.. 

You steal the wreath from a parked car to use on your own… 

After an invitation to a friend's house, you bring a 

commercially produced fruitcake and try to pass it off as home  made…

PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  "Long Ago, O Lord, the Magi came to adore and worship you through the Christ Child. In him they beheld your glory and presence. Help us this day, like them, to bow on bended knee, so that we, too, might see you afresh in the face of the Christ Child. Amen.


Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference

*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.








