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Third Sunday After the Epiphany, January 23, 2011

____1st Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4 

Who is being addressed here? What is their situation? What do you think this means? Can you think back over the history of our country and see any times when we were sitting in darkness? During those times, where did we look for light, for hope? Where or how do you think we might be sitting in darkness today as a nation? Where are there signs that perhaps the light is coming? 
____2nd Reading: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

How good are you at remembering faces? What does it mean to you here to "seek God's face"? Of the images used for God in this psalm, which one speaks to your heart? When in the past have you most felt or sensed the protection and presence of God?. Why do you think the Psalmist is so confident? Or is he?

How do you "seek the Lord's face"? How close do you feel to God right now?

____3rd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Why do you think Paul refers to them as 'brothers'? One reason the Corinthians were divided was what might be called a "cult of personality." Persons were almost worshipping certain leaders rather than Christ. Is still a problem today? Paul goes on to tell them (and us) they need to have the "same mind and judgment." What does that mean? Does it mean they must all think alike or never any differing views? 

____4th Reading: Matthew 4:12-23

What do you think was going through the mind of Jesus when he heard that John the Baptist had been arrested? When have you found yourself having to play the role of an apologist for Christ? What does "repent" mean to you? How does it apply to you right now? How would you describe the "kingdom of heaven" or "kingdom of God"? Why do you think Jesus chose these particular persons to follow him? How do they respond? How do you think their families felt about this? What does it mean to be a "fisher of people"?

Tradition

A young rabbi found a serious problem in his new congregation. During the Friday service, half the congregation stood for the prayers and half remained seated, and each side shouted at the other, insisting that theirs was the true tradition. Nothing the rabbi said or did moved toward solving the impasse.

Finally, in desperation, the young rabbi sought out the synagogue’s 99 year-old founder. He met the old rabbi in the nursing home and poured out his troubles. "So tell me," he pleaded, "was it the tradition for the congregation to stand during the prayers?"

"No," answered the old rabbi.

"Ah," responded the younger man, "then it was the tradition to sit during the prayers?"

"No," answered the old rabbi.

"Well," the young rabbi responded, "what we have is complete chaos! Half the people stand and shout, and the other half sit and scream."

"Ah," said the old man, "that was the tradition."
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  Lord of light, the night has been long. We thought it would never end. But it has. The sun has risen, itself a constant reminder of your goodness and light. This day we remind ourselves that we are children of the light, your children, basking in the warmth of your love and presence, so that we, too, might glow with your love, taking you and your light everywhere we go. So, come, Lord of light, glow, fill us, illumine us, set our hearts and lives aglow with your love. Amen.

Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference. 
