Sanford, NC ERT Summary for LRUMC


Dear LRUMC family,

I have been blessed on two occasions thus far to help other Christians in time of crisis.  Both times, many of you have supported my efforts through monetary gifts for which I am truly grateful.  Because you, the Church family, have helped people in Nashville, TN and Sanford, NC by affording me the opportunity to travel on behalf of our Lord, I’d like to tell you a little bit about how your support directly affects others.

When a disaster occurs in the U.S. and even abroad, UMCOR immediately goes into action.  Representatives from the afflicted area(s) quickly assess damages and needs of the community by personally driving through the area and speaking to residents.  Usually, they also set up a hotline where residents or area churches call in to request help or to identify friends and family members in need of assistance.  At this point, once the search and rescue efforts have concluded, the conference then puts out a request nationwide for Early Response Teams (ERTs) to be deployed.  By this time, they have a very good sense of where help is needed, what equipment and skills will be necessary, and where accommodations will be made.

In the case of the many tornadoes that ripped through the Raleigh, Fayetteville, and northeast areas of North Carolina, the devastation happened in so many pockets that the help needed was widespread.  When the call came out for volunteers, one of the ERTs who had been to Nashville last spring stepped up as the Balto/Wash Conf. team leader and then it was possible to assemble a team.  Each ERT must have a minimum of 7 people as there are 7 different “positions” that need to be filled, each having their own set of responsibilities.  When I learned on Saturday, April 30th that the team had only 5 members, I knew deep inside that God was calling me to go.  With much support from my family and co-workers, and after deep thought and much prayer, God allowed me once again to serve Him in this way.

Our team grew with 3 ERTs from Southern Maryland; so we headed to NC with a team of eight coming from Towson, Martinsburg, WV, Upper Marlboro and Accokeek, MD.  Originally our destination was Hope Mills NC, just outside of Fayetteville.  However, when the NC UMCOR coordinator learned that our Southern Maryland team members would be hauling a John Deere tractor, they felt our team would be best used in Sanford, just south of Raleigh.

Margot Gerding of Towson UMC, Dick Annis-Forder and I left at 6:00 AM Tuesday, May 3rd and arrived at St. Luke UMC around 1:15 PM, hooking up with our team members from Martinsburg along the way.  Once the other 3 team members arrived, we were given a tour of the church facilities made available to us and then Suzanne Cobb, the local UMCOR coordinator took us to the site where we would be working.  At first sight, the task given to us seemed overwhelming and I know there was doubt among the team members as to whether or not we would be able to accomplish everything in just 3 days.  We left the property and headed to one of the worst hit areas in town, St. Andrews, and were horrified at what we saw.  Shear destruction through a neighborhood where entire houses had been blown away, collapsed or exploded.  However, that area had already been cleared of debris, tarps or plywood covered doors and windows and people were already at the next stage – planning to repair or rebuild.  This was not the case of the property where we were assigned, the private street of Swaringen Lane.

After returning to St. Luke for a wonderful dinner and fellowship, we met in the church library to plan out our roles and activities for the week.  We were blessed that night to learn that 2 volunteers from Rochester, NY who had been manning the phone lines were now freed from that responsibility and were eager to join our team.  Praises be to God!  Our team now had 10 members and what seemed like an impossible task became more attainable with the addition of this husband and wife team.  So, the 10 of us met to assign required and desired roles which include, team leader, asst. team leader, base camp manager, equipment manager, safety officer, listener, photographer, etc.  On this trip my assigned role was that of the listener, and I also served as the unofficial group photographer.  

Our team: Bill, Jim, DC, Sandy, Judy, Roger, Donna, Margot, Dick and myself worked very hard for 3 days from 7 or 8:00 in the morning until late afternoon, clearing downed trees and bushes and hauling them by tractor to the main road.  FYI – all team members except Bill and Jim were over 50 and a couple of them were over 70!  So, please know that you don’t need to be young to help!  By the time we were finished, most of the areas of total destruction had not only been cleared, but leveled off by DC’s tractor!  One can only get a true sense of the accomplishment by looking at the before and after photos (Some of them are now posted to the website at www.lrumc.org ).  The residents of the property, sisters Gayle and Pat, and Pat’s husband Raphael were so thankful, but most importantly their spirits were uplifted; they had a new sense of hope, and were sad to see us go.  They were so amazed by the progress the team had made in such a short time and they stated “Please tell that man on the tractor (DC) that we truly LOVE him!  Of course we had to hail down DC so he could shut off the tractor and hear those words for himself.  True humble servant that he is, he thanked Pat, Gayle, and Raphael for the opportunity to have helped them. This sentiment was certainly felt by the entire team.  WE are blessed to be able to answer the call and serve God by serving others in need.

[bookmark: _GoBack]On a personal note, I feel very fortunate to now have worked at 4 locations in TN and one in NC, and serving two families as the “listener.” In Nashville I was able to connect with Betsy and now in Sanford with Gayle and Pat.  In each instance, I sat with the family member(s) on several occasions and simply listened to them or answered questions they had about UMCOR or ERTs in general.  Just having someone to listen to their story, particularly Gayle, who was alone in a closet of the log cabin when the tornado hit, was a blessing.  Pouring out their experiences, their fears, disbeliefs, worries about the future, and telling of their prayers to God, helped.  Now, instead of looking at a tangled reminder of what the storm did, they can see through the remaining trees to each other’s homes and also into the future.  

Before May 3rd, most of our team had never met.  By May 7th, we had formed bonds that will last forever.  Tragedy and God brought us together, and Lord willing, may reunite us once again when we are needed in the future.  

Your sister in Christ,

Cheryl
