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The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost, August 28, 2011

____1st Reading: Exodus 3:1-15
You should read Exodus 2:11-22 to see what happens to young Moses and why he had to leave Egypt. Also read Exodus 2:23-4:17 to get an overall picture of the call of Moses. Through what in nature have you heard the voice of God or felt God's presence? What does "the call of God mean to you"? Have you heard God calling you? How does Moses feel about his call? How do you feel?
____2nd Reading: Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c

This is a hymn of praise for all that God has done for the nation - Israel. It may well have been written for and used on some of the great festival days like Passover. The occasion is one of great thanksgiving for all the wonderful things God has done. This is a frequent theme in the Psalms probably God's people have a short memory. Takes turns sharing one blessing for which you are thankful. A good time to do this would be at meal time.

____3rd Reading: Romans 12:9-21

Here Paul gives a string of moral guidelines and attitudes for everyday life. Read and reflect on them. Which ones did you especially need to hear? Which ones do you feel describe your actions and attitudes?

____4th Reading: Matthew 16:21-28
This passage marks a turning point in the story of Jesus. We have just seen a highlight - Peter confesses that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah. And immediately Jesus shares with the disciples just what kind of a Messiah is will be - a suffering one. How does Peter feel about this? What does it mean to "deny yourself"? What does it mean to "take up their cross"? What have you sacrificed for your faith?


The Little Things

Fred Craddock, in an address to ministers, caught the practical implications of consecration. “To give my life for Christ appears glorious,” he said. “To pour myself out for others. . . to pay the ultimate price of martyrdom—I’ll do it. I’m ready, Lord, to go out in a blaze of glory.

“We think giving our all to the Lord is like taking $l,000 bill and laying it on the table—‘Here’s my life, Lord. I’m giving it all.’ “But the reality for most of us is that he sends us to the bank and has us cash in the $l,000 for quarters. We go through life putting out 25 cents here and 50 cents there. Listen to the neighbor kid’s troubles instead of saying, ‘Get lost.’ Go to a committee meeting. Give a cup of water to a shaky old man in a nursing home.

“Usually giving our life to Christ isn’t glorious. It’s done in all those little acts of love, 25 cents at a time. It would be easy to go out in a flash of glory; it’s harder to live the Christian life little by little over the long haul.”
PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  God of love, who are we that you choose us? What can we possible give you? Yet, we know that you come to us, speak to us, like you did to Moses, and you call us to serve you and one another. Help us in this busy, noisy world to stop long enough to look and listen for your call. And give us the faith and courage to answer. Amen.


      Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist minister  
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*Use Lectionary Leaf for your private, group, or family devotions this week. Check off the passages as you read them. Reflect on and discuss the questions.








