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Easter 2011
____1st Reading: Acts 10:34-43
To fully understand this passage, you need to read Acts 10:1-33. What are your impressions on the main characters here - Peter and Cornelius? Peter's heart and mind had to be opened to the new thing God was doing. He needed further conversion. What new thing is God doing in your life? How are you personally being stretched by God? 

____2nd Reading: Ps 118:1-2, 14-24

For what do you wish to give thanks to God for right now and why? Take turns sharing also. Why does the Psalmist give thanks? How have you experienced lately the steadfast love of God? What is your favorite "glad song" (vs 15) of praise and why?

____3rd Reading: Colossians 3:1-4

If you had to name one thing that sets a Christian apart from other people, what would be it? Is this true in your life? When you became a Christian, how did that change your priorities, what was important to you? How have we been "raised with Christ"? What does it mean to "set your minds on things that are above"?

____4th Reading: John 20:1-18

Do any of them ever visit a grave or tomb? Why or why not? What do they imagine Mary was thinking and feeling as she made her way to the tomb that morning? 

What in this story most strikes you? Confuses you? Comforts you? Challenges you? Why? 

Mary came to the tomb still in a Good Friday world - grieving, depressed, discouraged. But she discovered that Easter had come! In the midst of your Good Friday days, how has Easter come to you? Where have you been surprised by the joy, the hope of Easter?

Easter

Over 1600 years ago, St. John Chrysostom, was Bishop of Constantinople and one of the powerful preachers of history.  Here’s part of his Easter sermon. 

WHOEVER you are, come, celebrate this shining happening,

this festival of light.

You, the devout, God's unshakable lover,

and you, the servant, brimming with thanks.

Come, walk into the joy of your Lord.

To this one he gives, and on that one he showers rewards.

Whether you were a success or whether you only tried,

he will greet you, make much of your effort,

extol your intention.

Let everybody, therefore, crowd into the exhilaration

of our Savior.

You the first and you the last: equally heaped with blessings.

You the rich and you the poor: celebrate together.

You the careful and you the careless: enjoy this day of days.

You that have kept the fast, and you that have broken it:

be happy today.

The table is loaded. Feast on it like princes.

The milk-fed veal is fat. Let no one go hungry.

And drink, all of you: drink the cup. The vintage is faith.

Feed sumptuously all: feed on his goodness, his sheer

abundance…(continued next Sunday)

PRAYER OF THE WEEK:  Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and opened for us the gate of everlasting life. Give us your continual help; put good desires into our minds and bring them to full effect; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Lectionary Leaf is written by Bass Mitchell, a United Methodist Minister serving in the Virginia Annual Conference

